PROFESSORSHIP
To Us Mother.
December 24, 1851.
I leave my Hegel and my scribblings to come and talk to you. I am tired and can find no better rest than thoughts of you. In this great, indifferent world which surrounds me, and where I have to fight a battle at each step to make my way, there is a little corner where I have three dear ones. . . . The good times in Paris will never come again.
M. Vacherot has written to me r recommending to me those amusements which are permitted to a philosopher, i.e. music and dancing. Music, certainly; dementi and Mendelssohn are divine. But dancing ! ! I am becoming more and more contemptuous, more and more of a hermit. I quite intend this winter to let the Nivernese wriggle without me through that hopping turkey's dance, vulgarly called the polka. Every one has his pleasures. An honest middle-class angler is happier when he catches a tiny carp than the most marvellous society dancing man in the midst of his most fascinating evolutions. I angle in the river of philosophy (backbiters might say that I
1 Letter from M. Vacherot, December 19 : " Serious and exalted minds, unable to speak or to write about politics, under the military and popular rdgime which is imposed on us, will have to take refuge in pure science and philosophy. Do then translate Hegel whilst studying for your agregation ; it is the most urgent service that you can render to French philosophy juat now, Take care of your health. , , , Aristotle declares that the niind in itself is indefatigable, and that it is its contact with the body which makes it subject to fatigue. I doubt it ... the mind needs rest, . . , I recommend to you all the pleasures permitted to a philosopher, and particularly music and dancing. You know that the wisdom of tho ancients did not shrink from it."
149ntence :   "3, Legislative power.    The Prince, the functionaries, and the diverse classes take part in it, ... it is needless to go on.   Poor Hegel! this is humiliating for Philosophy.    Aristotle did show the right of the stronger when speaking to Alexander, but he did not show his political opinions.    Hegel has no notion of right, of individual will and inviolable person; he knows but what is good, reasonable, better. Will is sacred, even when it wills the worst.    There is in his book a bad mixture of right and of politics.    Right is a priori a geometry ; politics are an empiricism."
